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R ichard D. Vine, age 70, passed away on Friday, February 12, 2016 at his winter

home in Tavares, FL. He was also a resident of Adams Center, NY. Mr. Vine was
born May 5, 1945, the son of Grant and Dora LaBreck Vine in Watertown, NY. He

graduated from Watertown High School and joined the U.S. Army. Upon discharge

from the service, he was employed by the New York Airbrake Company for many
years. Mr. Vine is survived by his wife, Kathleen M. Flint Vine and their children and

their spouses; Dora and Kenneth Stevens of Adams Center, NY, Donna and Andrew
St. Laurent of Woodbridge, VA, and Douglas and Allison Vine of Schenectady, NY.

Two children, David and Dorothea, preceded him in death. He has four

grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Also surviving are three sisters, Judy
Hutton of Murfreesboro, TN, Janette Engel of North Charleston, SC, Shirley Sweet of

Watertown, NY; plus several nieces and nephews. Three brother died before him,
Donald, Gary, and Scott Vine. Richard Vine was an avid fisherman and hunter. He

enjoyed bowling, gardening, watching sports, and his friends at Mid Lake Resorts in

Florida. He was a great family man and especially loved being a grandfather. Burial
will be in New York at a later date to be announced. Arrangements have been

entrusted to Steverson, Hamlin & Hilbish Funerals and Cremations, 226 E. Burleigh
Blvd., Tavares, FL 32778, (352)343-4444. Online condolences may be left on the

Tribute Wall.
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PV Patricia  Vieira  posted:

Dear Kathy, Dora, Donna and Douglas,Carl and I send our deepest sympathy to all of you on your

great loss. We wish time, work and distance didn't keep us apart all of these years and we could

attend Dick's service June 25th. You will be in our heart and thoughts and we pray you find

comfort and peace with your memories. Love, Patricia (Cook) Vieira

June 10 at 5:22 PM

PV Patricia  Vieira  lit a candle in honor of Richard.

June 9 at 5:22 PM

PV Patricia  And Carl Vieira  lit a candle in honor of Richard.

June 9 at 5:22 PM
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BR Bob Reese posted:

My brother sent me a note earlier to tell me that Dick had passed away. To his family and friends, I

am sorry for your loss. At this point I can only hope that through your memories you can gain

strength to carry on as I’m sure he would have you do. My brother and I were very close to Dick as

young kids. He was one of our very best childhood friends. A little background, if you will. My

brother and I grew up with Dick (Dickie as we called him back then) in Huntingville, just outside

Watertown. It seems that as kids we did so much together – football, baseball, hunting, fishing,

wrestling, apple fights in an old abandoned orchard (yeah, sounds awful, but it was so much fun –

bruises, welts and all), building rafts at the local creek, asking my Mom to cook frogs legs and all

sorts of other pre-adolescent shenanigans. Often times in the summer Dick would cut through the

back lot separating our houses and off the three of us would go for a day of adventure. Often our

days were spent exploring the local creek and hillsides. It was such a great time of discovery and

fun during an era when our parents did not have to worry as to our whereabouts as it seems so

many parents must to do today. We spent so much time together that it seemed as though the

three of us were in some measure brothers. In fact, I think my Mom at one time or another came

close to declaring Dick to be her 3rd son. I know she always enjoyed his coming by and felt he

was a good kid for us to hang out with.While we did our best to disguise our mischief, I recall one

time when temptation got the better of us and we went just a little too far. The Black River ran

behind Dick’s house, and one day it seems a number of ducks decided to hang out in the general

vicinity. A raft of ducks, relatively close to shore; well, this was just too good an opportunity young

accomplished hunters like us (or so we thought) to pass up. So, in the late afternoon we decided

it would be a good idea to take a crack at a little pre-season duck hunting. After all, what were the

chances anyone would find out. Well, it was great fun until the local game warden, who, as we

were to later discover, lived across the bay and apparently close enough to hear our gun shots.

He did not come after us, but instead called our Dad. (Dad worked the second shift at the Air

Brake.) Apparently he and Dad knew each other well and I guess from his perspective Dad could

impose a punishment greater than any fine for our indiscretion. As I recall it, his comment was

“Willard, your boys are up to no good.” My brother and I were confronted the following morning

with a stern expression and hard questioning. What I found interesting about this whole event is

the fact that Dad did not seem to want to hold Dick accountable. I know he liked Dick a lot, so

perhaps he felt his message of disappointment would be communicated to Dick through us. As

often happens when we grow up we, for one reason or another, tend to go in separate directions

exploring and pursuing life into adulthood. In our case, that’s what happened with us. While it had

been many, many years since I had seen him, Dick had the grace and courtesy to attend the

calling hours when our Mom passed away. As soon as he walked into the room, I recalled

immediately who he was. It was a moment deserving of the big hug he received. The link to our

past was immediate. And, his presence at the calling hours helped to bring back many happy

memories to an otherwise sad occasion. In my experience Dick was never the type of person

who sought to be the center of attention. He was a hard worker (He was our paperboy for several

years and always delivered the paper on time whether it was a hot and humid summer day or a

blistering snowstorm.), and had a quiet and unassuming air. He was the best childhood friend one

could have ever hoped for. Rest in peace old friend. You will not be forgotten....Bob Reese,

Victoria, British Columbia
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BR February 20 at 12:02 PM

DR David W. Reese posted:

Dear Kathy,Very sorry to hear of Richard's passing. As you know he was like a third sibling when I

was growing up in Huntingville. We spent a lot of time together playing baseball, football, hunting,

& fishing. Everyone in our family loved him. May he Rest In Peace.Deepest Condolences,Dave

Reese

February 27 at 3:24 PM

GC Gina  Cook sent a virtual gift in honor of Richard.

Dear Kathy - We are so sorry to hear of Dick's passing. Knowing him was a

pleasure and have fond memories from Adams Center. He may be gone, but

forever lives in our hearts. Hugs to you and your family. Gina and Alan Cook.

February 26 at 12:01 PM

VB Vivian Burdick sent a virtual gift in honor of Richard.

To Kathy, Judy, Jeanette, and Shirley:My sincere sympathy is sent to you all. I

read about Dick's passing in the Watertown Daily Times today. So very sorry for

your loss. I remember Dick from my younger days in Huntingtonville. He was a

kind man and very friendly to the neighbors and to all of us (8) Burdick Kids and

to my parents, Vince and Connie. Please let me know when the services up north will be. Take

care, Vivian

February 26 at 7:52 AM

AS Andy Stlaurent sent a virtual gift in honor of Richard.

February 22 at 12:37 PM
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AS Amaya  Stlaurent lit a candle in honor of Richard.

February 22 at 12:35 PM

AS Amaya  Stlaurent lit a candle in honor of Richard.

February 22 at 12:34 PM

DS Donna  Stlaurent lit a candle in honor of Richard.

February 21 at 2:44 PM

CK

Donna  Stlaurent February 21 at 2:41 PM

I love this picture, my dad was such a wonderful person, he will be missed so much,love you

dad😘

Claire Kessler  shared an album called New Album  Name.

February 20 at 12:02 PM

DS
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CK Claire Kessler shared a photo to the New Album  Name album. February 20 at 12:02 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Richard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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